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W E B I N A R  S E R I E S

Reimagining Education: Transforming High 

School for Powerful Learning

4 : 0 0 – 5 : 3 0  p . m . P T

January 14, 2025 

Student-Centered and Culturally Responsive Pedagogy

February 11, 2025

Authentic Curriculum and Assessment 

March 13, 2025

Centering Students and Families

April 10, 2025

Preparing Educators and Ensuring Essential Supports

May 8, 2025

Authentic Strategies for Engaging Communities
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Why Do Relationships and School 

Climate Matter in Schools?
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The Science of Learning and Development (SoLD)

Malleability, plasticity, and individuality: 

How children learn and develop in context

Pamela Cantor, David Osher, Juliette Berg, Lily Steyer & Todd Rose

Drivers of human development: 

How relationships and context shape 

learning and development

David Osher, Pamela Cantor, Juliette Berg, Lily Steyer & Todd Rose

Implications for Practice of the Science of 

Learning and Development

Linda Darling-Hammond, Lisa Flook, Channa Cook-Harvey, Brigid Barron, & David Osher 
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Key Principles of Learning & Development

• The brain is malleable and always developing. 

• Learning is social, emotional, and academic.

• Adversity affects development and learning.

• Children construct knowledge based on their experiences and social contexts.

• Relationships catalyze development & learning.
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The State of Relationships in Schools

Common structures and conditions inhibit positive 

relationships among practitioners and youth.



| Center for School and System Redesign 10

What Schools Can Do:
Positive Developmental Relationships



| Center for School and System Redesign 11

Relationship-Centered Structures

Smaller Learning Communities

• “Houses” or “academies”

• Teaching teams

Student-Centered Staffing Models

• Block scheduling

Other Structures

• Looping

• Advisory groups
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What Schools Can Do:
Safe, Inclusive School Climate
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Approaches That Support a Positive Climate

Community Building

• Community circles

• Shared values

• Affirmations

Social and Emotional Learning

• Explicit teaching

• Trauma-informed and healing-oriented practices

• Mindfulness and wellness
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Restorative Practices

• Support conflict resolution and harm repair

• Reinforce social and emotional development 
Examples: empathy building, emotional awareness, and deep listening
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Pause & Reflect

Reflection Question 1: 

• What structures and approaches are helping to build relationships and 

strong school communities in your setting?

Reflection Question 2: 

• What structures and approaches do you want to learn more about? 
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Panel Discussion

Roberta C. Furger

Senior Director

Stuart Foundation

Rebecca Alemán

Vice Principal

Addams Elementary School 

Fresno Unified School 

District

Tatiana Chaterji

Former Restorative Justice 

Coordinator

Fremont High School 

Oakland Unified School 

District

Lauren Markham

Director

Oakland International High 

School Learning Lab



Breakouts
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For more information: 

Contact Cheryl Jones-Walker, 
Director, Center for School and System Redesign 

cjoneswalker@learningpolicyinstitute.org 

Scan the QR code to visit LPI's Center 
for School and System Redesign 

webpage

Sign up for updates, blogs, publications 
and news from CSSR 
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W E B I N A R  S E R I E S
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Reimagining Education: 

Professional Learning Mini-Series
4:00–5:30 p.m. PT

Budget, Staffing, and Scheduling

January 15, 22, and 29; February 5

Culturally Relevant Pedagogy and Practices

January 21 and 28; February 4 and 18

Advisory Models

January 23 and 30; February 6 and 13
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Thank You!
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