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Did it work? 
Yes. And no.

Fulfilling Brown’s Promise
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30
point increase 
in graduation 
rates

30%
increase in 
adult wages

20%+
decrease in 
likelihood of 
incarceration

20+
point 
decrease in 
poverty rates

Yes: Black students who experienced court-ordered 
desegregation for 12 years of public schooling saw life-
changing benefits.

Source: Children of the Dream: Why School Integration Works, Rucker C. Johnson (2019)

Fulfilling Brown’s Promise
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Completed 
nearly a full 
year more of 
schooling

19%
increase in likelihood 
of graduation

Yes: Hispanic students also benefit from court-ordered 
desegregation. For Mexican-American students, 
desegregation led to a significant increase in educational 
attainment.

Source: The Long-Run Impacts of Mexican-American School Desegregation, Francisca Antman and Kalena Cortes (2022)
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Source: Owens and Reardon, “The state of segregation: 70 years after Brown,” 2024 presentation at Stanford University.

Fulfilling Brown’s Promise
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No: Average White-Black Segregation Rapidly Rising



States are the 
key to progress.

Fulfilling Brown’s Promise
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Sunshine

Water

Fulfilling Brown’s Promise

Positive student 
experiences

School funding

Soil

Policy ecosystem

Mixture of seeds

Within-district integration

Where you plant

District lines
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Fulfilling Brown’s Promise

For More Detail
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Source: Owens and Reardon, “The state of segregation: 70 years after Brown,” 2024 presentation at Stanford University.

Fulfilling Brown’s Promise
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No: Average White-Black Segregation Rapidly Rising



The Black-White 
achievement gap 
was halved during 
the 1960s and 70s 
with the War on 
Poverty &  
investments in 
educational equity.  
Elimination of these 
policies in the 1980s 
reopened the 
achievement gap, 
which is now > 30% 
larger than it was 35 
years ago.
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