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Welcome
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Elena Silva

President and CEO

Learning Policy Institute



2026 Legislative Prep Session: 

Education Challenges and Solutions
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Community Schools as a Locally 

Driven Strategy for Student Success

Thursday, November 13

2 – 3 p.m. ET

Evolving High Schools to Engage 

Today’s Students

Tuesday, December 9

2 – 3 p.m. ET

Navigating Federal Changes in 

Education Funding for Student Success

Thursday, December 11

2 – 3 p.m. ET



Introduction
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Tiffany Miller

Senior Director of Federal and State Policy

Learning Policy Institute



▷ Research Presentation 

▷ Panel Discussion

▷ Closing Remarks

Today’s Agenda
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Research Presentation
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Anna Maier

Senior Policy Advisor and Researcher 

Learning Policy Institute



Community Schools 

Impact on Student Outcomes

Anna Maier

11/13/25



▷ Community schools are an evidence-based school transformation 

strategy that unites the efforts of students, families, educators, and 

community partners to improve student learning and well-being.

▷ Six key practices:

1. Expanded and enriched learning opportunities

2. Rigorous, community-connected classroom instruction

3. Culture of belonging, safety, and care

4. Integrated systems of support

5. Powerful student and family engagement

6. Collaborative leadership and shared power and voice 

What is a Community School?
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▷ 2017 LPI research review: 140+ studies

▷ Benefits associated with

community schools included:

○ Increased attendance 

○ Increased academic achievement 

and graduation rates

○ Improved peer/adult relationships 

and attitudes toward school

○ Reduced racial and economic 

achievement gaps

▷ Cost-benefit ratio of up to 

$15 for every dollar invested

Improved Student Outcomes in Community Schools
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Federal & State Support for Community Schools

Maryland

• Entitlement grant program for 

high-poverty schools

• Approx. $250K annually per site + 

per-student $$ for services

New York

• Set aside for high-need districts 

• ($250M overall per year)

• Regional technical assistance

School funding formula
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Federal & State Support for Community Schools

California

• State general fund

• $150K–$500K annually per site

• Technical assistance

Illinois

• ESSER, federal FSCS state 

scaling grant

New Mexico

• State general fund

• $150K annually per site

Vermont

• ESSER and state general fund

• Approx. $50K–$250K annually 

per site

Competitive grants
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Federal & State Support for Community Schools

Florida

• State general fund for certification 

grants, federal FSCS state scaling 

grant

• Approx. $150K–$250K annually 

per site

Kentucky

• State funding for Family Resource 

& Youth Services Centers co-located 

at school sites

• Federal FSCS state scaling grant

Idaho, North Carolina, Puerto Rico

• Federal FSCS state scaling grant

Capacity-building
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Federal & State Support for Community Schools

• Maryland (~$250K annually/site + 

per-student $$ for services)

• New York ($250M overall/year)

School funding formula

• California (~$150K–$500K annually/site)

• Illinois

• New Mexico ($150K annually/site)

• Vermont (~$50K–$250K annually/site)

Competitive grants

• Florida (~$150K–$250K annually/site)

• Idaho

• Kentucky

• North Carolina

• Puerto Rico

Capacity-building
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State Investments Reinforce Positive Outcomes 

for Community Schools
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California Florida Maryland New Mexico New York Ohio

Evaluation 

scope

Statewide Statewide Statewide Case study 

sites

New York City Cincinnati

Attendance

outcomes

▾Chronic absence ▴Attendance ▾Chronic 

absence

▴Attendance ▾Chronic 

absence

▴Attendance
▴Attendance

Achievement 

outcomes

▴ELA and math test scores ▴Test scores

▴Graduation 

rates

▴On-time grade 

progression 

▴Graduation 

rates

▴ELA and math 

test scores

▴3rd grade 

reading and 

graduation rates

School 

climate 

outcomes

▾Suspension rates ▾Disciplinary 

incidents

▴School climate 

survey results

▴Student and 

family 

engagement

▾Disciplinary 

rates

▴Black student 

enrollment higher in 

rapidly gentrifying 

neighborhoods

Achievement 

gaps 

outcomes

▾Reduced for Black 

students, English learners, 

Hispanic students, 

Socioeconomically 

disadvantaged students

▾Reduced for Black 

students



▷ Rigorous RAND evaluation of New York City’s 

community schools (currently 400+)

▷ Positive impacts on:

○ Attendance

✓ All grades: reduced chronic absence

○ Achievement

✓ K-8: increased grade progression & (after 

3 years) improved ELA & math test scores

✓ 9-12: increased graduation rates

o School climate

✓ K-8: reduced disciplinary rates, 

increased student connectedness

Positive Outcomes in NYC Community Schools



▷ Rigorous LPI evaluation of 

California’s Cohort 1 community 

schools (2,500 total funded)

▷ Positive impacts on:

○ Attendance 

(reduced chronic absence)

○ Achievement

(increased ELA & math test scores) 

○ School climate 

(reduced suspension rates)

Positive Outcomes in CA Community Schools
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Historically Underserved Student Groups Made 

the Greatest Gains in CA Community Schools 

Source: Learning Policy Institute analysis of 2017-18 to 2023-24 data from the California Department of Education 
Downloadable Data Files and the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Research Files.
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org/caaspp/ResearchFileListSB?ps=true&lstTestYear=2024&lstTestType=B&lstCounty=00&lstDistrict=00000


Panel Discussion

18

Brigitte Blom

President & CEO, 

Prichard Committee 

for Academic 

Excellence

Amanda Mays Bledsoe

State Senator, Kentucky 

General Assembly

Ingrid Roberson

Chief Deputy 

Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, 

California Department 

of Education



2026 Legislative Prep Session: 

Education Challenges and Solutions
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Evolving High Schools to Engage 

Today’s Students

Tuesday, December 9

2 – 3 p.m. ET

Navigating Federal Changes in 

Education Funding for Student Success

Thursday, December 11

2 – 3 p.m. ET



Thank you for joining!



2026 Legislative Prep Series: 

Education Challenges and Solutions

W E B I N A R  S E R I E S
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