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STRENGTHENING 
AND SUPPORTING 

CALIFORNIA’S 
SCHOOL LEADERS

Sacramento Central Library

Sacramento, CA

#LeadershipMatters

AGENDA

Welcome
10:00–10:10 a.m.

Wesley Smith, Executive Director, 
Association of California School 
Administrators (ACSA)

Framing Remarks
10:10–10:20 a.m.

Tom Torlakson, State 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction  

Research Presentation: Getting Great Leaders— 
What Does the Research Say?

10:20–10:50 a.m. Linda Darling-Hammond, President, 
Learning Policy Institute

Anne Podolsky, Researcher and 
Policy Analyst, Learning Policy 
Institute 

Leib Sutcher, Research Associate, 
Learning Policy Institute

Break 

10:50–11:00 a.m.

Panel: Current Challenges in California 
Administrator Professional Learning 

11:00–11:55 a.m.

Panelists Roxanna Villasenor, Principal, 
Westfield Village Elementary, 
Washington Unified School District

Ralph Gómez Porras, ACSA 
President, Superintendent of 
Pacific Grove Unified School 
District 

Michael da Rosa, President, 
Associated Pomona Teachers; 
Teacher, Fremont Academy of 
Engineering and Design

Precious James, Teacher, Madison 
Park Academy, Oakland Unified 
School District; Member of the 
Instructional Leadership Corps 



David Plank, Executive Director, Policy Analysis for 
California Education

Moderator Jonathan Raymond, President, Stuart Foundation

Policymaker Respondents 
12:00–12:20 p.m

State Senator Ben Allen, Chair, California State Senate 
Education Committee

Ting Lan Sun, California State Board of Education Member 

Networking Lunch  
12:20–1:00 p.m.
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