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“Create 10,000 Sustainable 
Community Schools”



Federal Opportunities
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• ESSA Plans
• Use community schools as an evidence-based 

improvement strategy (7% Title I set aside, Title 
II PD support)

• Stakeholder engagement
• Local decision making role

• Federal Funding
• FSCS/Promise Neighborhood grants
• Student Support and Academic Enrichment 

Grants
• 21st Century Community Learning Centers
• Medicaid



Community schools are 
“both a place and a set of 
relationships between the 
school and community 
resources.”

— Coalition for Community Schools



Four Pillars 
of 

Community 
Schools











“Good School” Conditions Community School Pillars

• Extra academic and social support

• Positive school climate and 
trusting relationships

• Meaningful learning

• Sufficient money and other 
resources

• Strong family and community ties

• Teacher collaboration and learning

• Assessment as a tool for 
improvement

Integrated student supports

Expanded learning time and 
opportunities

Active parent and community 
engagement

Collaborative leadership and 
practice

The “Good School”
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Evidence of Impact



Our Research Review

Studies of

• Comprehensive 
programs

Studies of

• Each of the 4 
pillars

Total reviewed

• 143 studies, 
including 48 
research reviews

AM2



Slide 15

AM2 I'm having trouble finding a replacement image that fits. We might want to ask Mandy for help.
Anna Maier, 6/2/2017



Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4
Strong 

Evidence
Moderate 
Evidence

Promising
Evidence

Emerging
Evidence

At least one well-designed study

Experimental 
study
(randomized 
control trial)

Quasi-
experimental 
study

Correlational 
study with 
statistical controls

Demonstrates a 
rationale and 
includes ongoing 
evaluation efforts 

ESSA Evidence-Based Programs
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Findings 
About 

the 
Pillars



Findings About Comprehensive 
Models 

A wide range of well-implemented 
models yield benefits

• Increased academic achievement
• Increased attendance 
• Higher graduation rates
• Improved peer/adult relationships 

and attitudes toward school
• Reduced racial and economic 

achievement gaps

Cost-Benefit savings of up to $15 for 
every dollar invested



Looking across studies, we conclude that the 
evidence

• justifies CS as a school improvement strategy that helps 
children succeed academically and prepare for full and 
productive lives.

• provides a strong warrant for using CS to meet the needs of 
students in high-poverty schools and to help close 
opportunity and achievement gaps.

• affirms that the CS approach meets ESSA’s criteria for 
evidence-based interventions.

Overall Findings
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Take a comprehensive approach with all 4 pillars, and pay 
attention to implementation

Address local assets and needs through data-driven planning, 
and engaging family/community

Provide enough time for planning and collaboration

Research-Based Lessons





Learning Policy Institute Resources

Report  
bit.ly/LPICommSchools

Sign up for updates
bit.ly/LPIupdates

Follow Us on Twitter
@LPI_Learning

@NEPCtweet

Resources

For more information about 
this report: 

Anna Maier 
amaier@learningpolicyinstitute.org

Julia Daniel
Julia.Daniel@colorado.edu

Jeannie Oakes
oakes@ucla.edu


